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Notes From The Editor:  

Recently I have been receiving an ever-increasing number of inquiries regarding parts… mainly, “Where can I get Hillman parts?”.  So I thought I would devote the next several issues to sources of parts and interchangeability.  For example, how many of you know that a 1966 Volkswagen coil will work fine in your Hillman (and cost well under $20 at a local auto parts store?).  

Hillmans For Sale:

1948 Minx sedan, $3000 (Canadian), call John at 519-861-2684 in Brantford, Ontario, Canada

1958 Minx Sedan, e-mail sftaxi804@hotmail.com (in San Francisco area), no other details.

1965 Imp, 16K miles, good shape, clean inside, $2,200 330-666-4245, Copley, Ohio

Parts Sources:  

Victoria British Parts (Sunbeam)

P.O. Box 14991

Lenexa, KS 66285-4991

1-800-255-0088

This is a low cost source of parts that interchange with Sunbeam Alpines (see sections on parts interchangeability), and will answer the phone 7X24.  BUT they are simply order takers; you have to know exactly what it is you want when you call, as they cannot supply ANY help.  But they are one of the cheaper suppliers.  I recommend that you get their catalog, as they do not have an on-line catalog. This is, however, a great place to order oil filters! 

Classic Sunbeam Parts

166 West Oneonta Road,

Otego NY 13825

Tech Line: 607-432-2662 Order Line: 1-800-24-SUNBEAM

A better source, Kurt Meinel is very knowledgeable in “all things Rootes” and does have a small stock of non-Sunbeam parts.  I would definitely call him when I was looking for something.

Sunbeam Specialties

765-A McGlincey Lane - BLDG A 

Campell, CA 95008

408-371-1642

Another good source and they also have a stock of non-Sunbeam parts and can be extremely helpful.  Some years ago I called looking for cast iron head gaskets and they had them in stock (but NOT in their catalog).

Alpines West Midlands

The Firs 

Stratford Road 

Hockely Heath 

Solihull 

West Midlands 

B94 5NJ 
England

This is a very good source for many Hillman parts (also Singer and Humber).  However, a British pound is worth close to $2 and shipping usually equals the cost of the item!  An order for roughly 25 English Pounds will probably cost $100 delivered in the USA.  So it is best to use them for small stuff!

Speedy Spares

19-25 Old Shoreham Rd

Portslade by Sea

East Sussex BN41 1SP

England

This is another British company.  A few years ago they bought out “R. J. Grimes Ltd”-a major Hillman supply business in England when the owner suddenly died.  They are very knowledgeable and helpful, but the same problems of high cost apply to them that apply to Alpines West Midlands-the parts start out sounding cheap but cost about 4 times more than they appear.

Import Auto Supply

565 W 9th St

San Bernardino, CA 92410

This is an imported parts store and repair facility, but the owner, Linden is EXTREMELY knowledgeable on anything British and knows how to cross reference parts numbers.  They also have an amazing stock of old parts.  Your Hillman may wind up with a Triumph part in it, but it will fit and work fine.  Definitely someone to call. 

Mario Boies, Inc

3755 Rue Isabelle,

Local 101

Brossard, Quebec, Canada

450-444-2900

Only Mario speaks English, everyone else speaks French.  They have many Rootes bits and pieces having been a Hillman-Sunbeam dealer for 50 years.  

The Sherlock Company

c/o Jim Leach

811 W Highland Drive

Seattle, WA  98119-3450

206-283-0510

Jim is a member of the “Brotherhood” and has a good stock of spare parts, he will also do repair work (in the Seattle area).  

JW Classic Car Parts,

PO Box 360, 

Kilsyth, Vic. 3137

AUSTRALIA.

Jim is probably one of the best sources for old Hillman parts, he has an extensive inventory of impossible to get parts and, unlike England, an Australian dollar is cheaper then a US dollar.  Shipping is also cheaper from Australia to the US than from England-however, I recommend against shipping a fender or a trunk lid!

Worldwide Auto Parts

2517 Seiferth Rd
Madison, WI 53716
(608) 223-9400

Some years ago Worldwide bought out an old Rootes factory parts warehouse in the Denver area, so they have a surprising stock of Rootes parts… at good prices.  Be sure to ask for Peter when you call, as he is the fellow that knows Rootes cars.  When ordering here, it is best to know the Rootes part number as that is how most of the parts are labeled.  He has NO body parts or rubber. 

Moss Motors, Ltd

440 Rutherford St.

P.O. Box 847

Goleta, CA 93117

800-667-7872

In addition to the above, there is also Moss Motors, a major supplier of parts for Austin Healey, MG, Triumph and Jaguar.  Where another British part is cross-referenced, Moss is a good source.  You will see their part numbers below. 

Parts Interchangeability:

I figured I would start at the “bottom up” and talk about tires.  All Hillmans from the Phase II (1948) through the Series IIIC and all Huskys used 5.60x15 tires.  Fortunately this is the same size as used by the Volkswagen beetle, so they are readily available.  In addition, 165R15 tires will also fit.  You can buy the 5.60x15 vintage bias ply tires in either blackwall ($99) or whitewall ($101) from Coker Tire Company, (1317 Chestnut Street,  Chattanooga, Tennessee or 5468 East Lamona, Fresno, California) phone is 800-251-6336.  If you want radials, then you get 165R15’s black walls from most local tire dealers.  Tire rack has them for $25 each plus shipping (and installation and balancing).  

Things are easier for the Series V and VI Minx, the Super Minx (all Marks), the Sunbeam Arrow and Plymouth Cricket.  All of these use 155R13 tires that can be bought as low as $19.99 in local tire and discount stores.  

There is one problem and that is valves.  Only some Ford trucks and vans use tire valve bodies the same thickness as the ones on the Minx, you should point that out to the installer beforehand.

Moving from Tires to wheels, the wheels used on the Phase II (1948) through the Mark VIII Minx (1956) and the Mark I Husky (1955-1957) were unique three lug wheels.  In addition, the US cars got 15 inch wheels while in places like Australia they got 16 inch, so wheels from there won’t work.  

Things got better with the Minx Series I (1957) through Series IIIC (1963) and Husky Series I (1958) through Series III (1966).  These cars used 15 inch wheels with 4 lugs on a 4 ¼ inch circle. They shared this pattern with most Ford 4 lug wheels (including Pintos and Fairmounts).  Starting with the Series V Minx, the wheels went down to 13 inches but kept the same 4 ¼ bolt circle including the Super Minx, Sunbeam Arrow and Plymouth Cricket.  Sunbeam Alpine wheels will fit all of the 13 inch wheeled cars but will NOT fit the 15 inch cars (the upper ball joint will not clear the rim). 

Moving to the brakes, things become complicated…..all Hillmans from 1948 (Phase II) through the Sunbeam Arrow (but NOT the Plymouth Cricket) used Lockheed brakes.  The Phase II (1948) through the 1959 Series III Minx used 8 inch drum brakes and used the same brake shoes.  In addition, all of the Husky’s from the Mark I through the Mark III used those same 8 inch brake shoes.  Finally, the 1960 Series IIIA Special (even when equipped with Easidrive automatic transmission) used the 8 inch brakes.  While a number of contemporary British cars used the same 8 inch brakes, none of these were as popular in the USA as the Minx.  But if you happen to see brake shoes for an Austin A40 or a Triumph Mayflower, they will fit your early Hillman.  Your best bet is to find a local brake shop that will reline brake shoes and have your Hillman brake shoes relined (cost appears to be $5-10 per shoe or about $80 for the car). 

Starting in 1960 with the Series IIIA Minx Deluxe, the brakes were increased in size to 9 inch.  These were used through the Series IIIC Minx (1963) and were interchangeable with the early Triumph TR2 9 inch rear brakes.  Moss motors will sell you a set of 9 inch brake shoes (4 shoes) for $49.95 (part number 585-010).  In addition, Moss will sell you all of the brake hardware for the 9 inch brakes for the Triumph TR2 (remember, early rear brakes) including the springs that will fit your Hillman.  Early Super Minxes used the same drum brakes as the Series IIIA and later Minxes.  When the Super Minx Mark II got front disk brakes, they used the same one as the Series V & VI Minx. 

The Series V and VI Hillman and Sunbeam Minxes used front disk brakes and drum rears.  There is good news and bad news here.  The front disk pads are the same as those used on the MG MGB from 1962 through 1971.  These pads are readily available even in parts stores (Parts America and Auto Zone). Unfortunately the rear brake shoes are Hillman/Sunbeam Minx only so you will have to have your old shoes relined.  

Front brake pads for the Sunbeam Arrow are hard to come by, but you can use the MGB pad used on the Minxes.  Plymouth Cricket front pads and rear shoes are available from local auto parts stores (Auto Zone, Napa, etc.) 

Staying with the brakes, but moving to the hydraulic parts…..we have several different front wheel cylinders used in the drum braked cars, several different rear wheel cylinders and several different master cylinders.  

The Phase II Minx (1948) seems to have had almost all of its own parts, virtually no numbers in my Hillman parts books match. However, the parts do seem to look similar so there might be some interchange.  Moving to the Mark III (1949) through the Mark VI, these all used the same front and rear wheel cylinders.  These cylinders happen to interchange with the MGTD, which are available from Moss Motors as part number 180-260 for $81.95.  Rebuilding kits are Moss Motors part number 180-448 and cost $21.95 (it includes parts for all four front cylinders).  Rear cylinders are available from Moss Motors as part number 180-630 and cost $78.95, rebuilding kits are part number 180-470 and cost $36.95 (and includes parts for two rear cylinders).  The MGTD brake hose will fit the Mark III-VI Minx and the Moss Motors part numbers are: 180-840 (front and rear) at $32.95, they also have an “aftermarket hose, part number 180-841 for $23.  

The “banjo” fittings are available from Moss Motors as part number 180-680 (LF wheel cylinder) and 160-690 (RF wheel cylinder) at $109.95 each (wow!).  The special copper washers are part number 324-908 and cost $7.70.  The banjo’s for the rear wheel cylinders are part number 180-360 and cost $31.95.  Washers for the flexible hoses are part number 324-898 and cost $1.00.  

The three way line part is part number 180-330 and costs $47.95 and the four way line part is part number 180-701 and costs $44.95.  The pressure switch (for the brake lights) is part number 141-700 and costs $9.95.  Finally, the MG TD master cylinder can be modified to fit the Mark III-VI Minx and there are two-the “original” as Moss Motors part number 180-730 and costs $299.95 or a “replacement” type that is part number 181-195 and costs $164.95.  Master cylinder rebuild kits are not available.  My suggestion here is to send your master cylinder to White Post Restorations, One Old Car Drive, Post Office Drawer D, White Post, VA 22663 (540) 837-1140  

They can reline your master cylinder, rebuild it and guarantee it for as long as own the car (make sure to file the bill!).  

Moving to the Mark VII and VIII.  These cars used the same rear wheel cylinders but different front cylinders.  Moss Motors sells two versions of these wheel cylinders-the original Lockheed type and an “after market” type.  Part numbers and prices are:

RH Front Lockheed
180-640

$37.95

RH Front aftermarket
180-641

$20.95

LH Front Lockheed
180-650

$37.95

LH Front aftermarket
180-656

$20.95

(no rebuild kits are available for the aftermarket cylinders)

The rebuild kits are Moss part number 180-458 for the Lockheed wheel cylinders and cost $35.95 (for four wheel cylinders).  The Mark VII and VIII use the same master cylinder as the Mark III-VI and all piping is the same.  I have no cross-references for the flexible hose, but I believe that JW Classic Auto Parts can supply them as can Import Auto Supply.   

Moving on to the Series Minxes, the Series I-IIIC, Husky Series I-III and Super Minx Mark I all use the same hydraulic parts and unfortunately do not interchange with any other non-Rootes car (they do interchange with Singers and Sunbeam Rapiers).  However, several of the parts suppliers listed at the beginning of this newsletter can supply all of the hydraulic parts needed for a Minx, Super Minx or a Husky. 

Now to the more complicated cars… the Series V and VI Minx, Super Minx Mark II and III, the Sunbeam Arrow and Plymouth Cricket.  Rebuild kits for the MGB can be used on the front calipers of the Minx V and VI and the Super Minxes.  The Arrow uses it’s own caliper, but the parts suppliers can provide the necessary rebuild kits.  The Cricket uses the same caliper rebuild kit as the Mark III & IV Triumph Spitfire.   In addition, rebuild kits are available from local auto parts stores (NAPA, Auto Zone, etc.)

Next issue will cover master cylinders for the Series I-VI and later other later Hillmans (and Sunbeams).  
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